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òI came that they may have life and have it 

to the full.ó 

ñJohn 10:10 

PROPAGATION OF THE F AITH  

 AND DIOCESAN MISSIO N OFFICE  

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY  

516-678-5800 EXT. 309  

 
ñAll of the Hondo Valleôs rocky roads lead you to 

places where you are happy you made the effort to 
get to!  All of Hondo Valleôs roads lead you to people 
with "hearts of fleshò as the scripture verse goes. The 
people in the mountain communities that we visited 
are alive with a deep love of their faith.  They are 

also sustained and challenged by the Catholic Faith 
we all have the privilege of belonging to.ò    

         ðð-Msgr. Richard Figliozzi  

ñIt was amazing how the people of the  
Dominican Republic illustrated that the people are 

the church.  We have heard it stated before; many of 
us believe it to be true.  But we have never  

experienced the spirit of church working through the 
followers of Jesus as clearly as on this trip. You can 
see what love, devotion, community and celebration 
are all about.  It was a great opportunity to witness 

that service is not only a privilege,  
but also a pleasure.ò 

ðð Deacon Tom Reilly  

ñIt was a wonderful experience to journey to Hondo 
Valle.  There is an abundance of beauty in the land 
as well as the people.  Poverty was plentiful, but it 
appears secondary to the overwhelming faith in the 

church and the warmth of the community.   
The Diocesan mission in the Dominican Republic is 
staffed with truly gifted and dedicated people. I am 
very grateful to have had the privilege to visit with 

them.ò 
ð-Eva Casale     

ñI can't help but be inspired by the dedication of  
Sister Jane, Sister Babs and Msgr. Cervini.  They've 
really invested themselves into the communities and 
make a real difference in people's lives.  One of the 
days that I visited, Sister Jane was training leaders 
to go out as catechists into the campos to teach the 
faith.  You get a real sense of the faith being passed 

from one person to another.  The parish is very 
much the center of life at Hondo Valle.  I'm struck by 

the sense of joy and enthusiasm of people in  
hearing the Gospel. ñ 

          ðð Monsignor Robert J. Brennan
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     Physical hunger and thirst devastate our people in 
the parish of San Pedro Apostol in the mountains of  
El Cercado.  Spiritual hunger and thirst are there as 
well. 
     Seeing this first hand, Bishop McGann adopted this 
parish as a Diocesan Mission in 1979, in the name of 
all the people in the Rockville Centre  
Diocese. 
     Through his support and that of many people in the 
diocese, the ministry has grown.  Peopleôs lives, there 
and here on Long Island, are being touched by Jesus 
in marvelous ways. 
     In the mission, Christian base communities are 
increasing.  Catechetical programs and youth groups 
multiply.  New projects provide pure water, latrines and 
agricultural help, dramatically changing lives. 

Sister Jane Reilly CSJ, lives in the parish of Our Lady 
of Fatima, in a remote mountain village called Hondo 
Valle.  It is located near the border of Haiti.  The 
population is 15,000.  A pastoral team of seven lay 
people, all native Dominicans, and Sister Jane      
minister collaboratively to forty-five communities.  All 
the programs and ministries of the parish are  
implemented by lay people. 

All creation shines forth God, but perhaps the  
clearest sign of God is compassionéé 
 
The Inn of the Good Samaritan is a house much 
like a Ronald McDonald House.  Here the poor from 
the mountain villages of the Dominican Republic find 
a home-away-from-home.  They come to the capital 
city for medical treatment. 
 
The Inn of the Good Samaritan staff provide: 

Three meals a day 

A bed with clean sheets 

Proper sanitary facilities 

Counseling 

Transportation to and from hospitals 

A family atmosphere 

Security 

Follow-ups 

Hope 

 
Since 1988, hundreds of patients and accompanying 
family members have been guests during their times 
of medical crises.  At The Inn of the Good          
Samaritan, they experience the loving compassion 
of God. 

El Cercado Hondo Valle Santo Domingo 

The parish of St. Peter the Apostle in El Cercado 
where Msgr. John Cervini serves a large population.  
A pastoral team of eight administer the parish. This 
team is made up of Msgr. Cervini,  native Dominican 
religious and four lay people.  Hundreds of volunteers 
assist them to implement the ministerial plan of the 
parish in eighty communities. 

Sister Jane sees her mission as sharing the Good News 
with the poor, healing the broken hearted and  
proclaiming the Day of the Lord!  Through formal  
programs of religious formation and informal moments of 
faith sharing, God is seen as a God of life and love.  
Whatever gives life is from God and whatever does not 
give life (typhoid, malnutrition, illiteracy) can be  
transformed by the community living its faith as Jesus 
taught. 
 
Heal The Broken Hearted: 

Altagracia, who buried three children who died of 

malnutrition in three months 

Juanita, whose only son was diagnosed with AIDS 

Francisco, whose Hansenôs disease (leprosy), in 

remission for 10 years, has returned 
 
Proclaim the Day of the Lord: 

Cheering the arrival of pure water from a new  

       aqueduct 

The dedication of the renovated hospital, the re-

sult of a three year struggle by the Christian base  
       communities 

The completion of a literacy program 

The Inn of the Good Samaritan is a hospital  
hospitality house directed by Sister Babs Barry CSJ, 
located in Santo Domingo near to the major health 
facilities of the country,  At the Inn, the sick and 
poor are received by Sister Babs and her staff and 
experience the healing compassionate love of  
Jesus.  Referrals come from the twenty-eight      
parishes that comprise the diocese of San Juan. 


