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El Cercado

Msgr. Cervini writes

Deforestation here started under the dictator Lopez Truhillo. The pine and mahogany forest was cut down
around here for 15 miles. Our people live in an ecological disaster. When it rains all the animal waste and human
waste slips into the river making it all impure. Without the forest all the water here is filled with parasites because
the trees no longer filter the water.

These photos are our nurseries and greenhouses which are fighting erosion and offering hope at a time
food prices are going through the roof. We have 16 nurseries for fruit. The farmers plant trees twice a year on their
property. They are growing mangos, coffee, lemons, avocados, oranges and more. These trees will never be cut
down for fire wood because they will be income producing for the farmers in two more years. The greenhouses
were donated to us by a foundation here, to grow vegetables. They are the most modern hi tech instruments avail-
able. The amount of food they will produce will feed families and provide income to the farmers bringing hope for
the future in a place where hope is scarce.

The fish ponds grow tilapia fish for nutrition. This fish comes out of Africa and is the fastest multiplying fish
in the world. If it is handled right it, could literally feed the world. We are building a federation of farmers that are
quite enthusiastic about this hopeful project. Donations are always needed to keep it all GROWING.
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The Inn of the Good Samaritan

Sister Babs writes:

The year 2009 opened with patients returning to The Inn of the Good Samaritan. This is an anniversary
year for us, as it was on May 15 of 1989 that the purchase of our houses was made and we opened immedi-
ately. | recently took out the first aloum of pictures. Reviewing all the physical changes affirms that we have
made many. | personally regard 2008 as our 20th anniversary year because it took a year to find funding, estab-
lish a board, locate property and work out legal matters which finally allowed us to greet our patients.

In January and February, patients were incorporated into ophthalmological and plastic surgery projects
sponsored by groups from the States. Others had surgery at local hospitals which turned the house into a
primary care facility and others began or continued cancer treatment with radiation or chemo therapy. It is hard
to believe that Easter is creeping up on us and soon everyone will want to go home to celebrate Semana Santa
(Holy Week) with family and friends. Several will have to stay with us as transportation is problematic because
of the heavy demand. If a patient has to return for treatment or an appointment the day after Easter, chances
are that it will be more than difficult to get on public transportation, so staying at The Inn is a much better option.

Our volunteer from North Carolina terminated a year of service in February and two medical students
who served here previously are back to round out the staff. Good thing because we have patients in need of
professional care! Seems that we are always blessed with what we need - when we need it.

PHOTOS ON BACK




Hondo Valle

AWATER IS THE BLOOD OF THE EARTHO
Written by Sister Jane Reilly

¥ This profound truth is held deeply by the subsistent farmers of the mission.

* Those who live in an agricultural setting are intimately in tune with the rhythm
| of nature. However, the balance that once existed between water and the
earth is in danger.

| The traditional manner to prepare the land for planting is the ancient slash

¥ and burn method. As soil became arid, it was the custom to move to new

" land and continue the old way. Now there is no new land to move to. Now
there is only land that is deforested. Slowly the farmers are becoming more
conscious of the interrelatedness of them to the land.

The Church is accompanying them in this process through education and
reforestation. The nine farmers associations of the parish federation are open to seeking loans to plant trees whose
fruit will provide an income such as Avocado, Coffee, Lemon, Coconut, Coco, etc.

With the donations received, interest free loans will be provided to buy trees to plant in land that is endangered. A
plant costs us $1.15. The hope of all is that one day hills like this one will be densely forested, so that the rains will
come and once again water will be the blood of a renewed earth, which will yield abundant fruit.

These pictures show
how dry and barren
the land is.

PHOTOS FROM THE INN OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN




